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Australia
Canada
Denmark
England
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany 
Iceland

A toe in the water...

Ireland 
Lithuania
Netherlands
Portugal
Scotland
Serbia
Spain
Sweden
United States

Responses from 30 organisations in 18 countries:
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Database of guidelines in development
Database of AGREE scores
Training courses / materials
Supporting clinical pictures / graphs etc.
Evidence / grading systems
Inventory of organisational structures
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Criteria for evaluating evidence
Levels of evidence
Grades of recommendation
Methodology of guideline comparison
Process of guideline development 
Influence of experts, values and cultures on 
process of development
Criteria for ‘good guideline programmes’

Research: 
Guideline development
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Effectiveness

Cost

“Gold standard”: 
maximum clinical effectiveness 
but reduced cost effectiveness

Best practice: optimum clinical 
and cost effectiveness 

Minimum standard

Acceptable 
range

Achievable recommendation
based on local resources and priorities 
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Impact of presentation 
– different packaging / content for different users

Accessibility / acceptability of electronic formats

What do users understand by (or want from) grades 
of recommendation?
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Tool, methodologies for implementation
Methods for assessing guidelines 
(validity, effectiveness)
Validation of AGREE instrument
Comparison of AGREE appraisal with content 
analysis of guidelines
Formal evaluation of the use, implementation 
etc. of guidelines

Research: 
Implementation
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Agreeing to AGREE worldwide and promoting it
Provide templates of ‘good guidelines’
Compare structure of evidence reviews and 
promote ‘ideal’ review
Sharing innovative ideas
Search for less well known groups leading 
development in specialised areas

Networking
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Guideline developing organisations
Guideline appraising organisations

Health professional bodies

Specialist societies / associations
International organisations

Patient / consumer organisations
Industry

Health provider organisations
Health insurance organisations

Individuals

Unspecified / unrestricted

Government bodies



Research organisations
Links with other international networks
Cochrane collaboration and other EBM networks

Membership
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Structure

Confederate

Not-for-profit

For profit

Board

Executive committee

Permanent secretariat

Rotating secretariat

Loose network
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Publications
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Research grants
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